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September 13, 2021 
 

Achieving the Dream and Lumina Foundation 
 
Re: Prioritizing Adult Community College Enrollment (PACCE) Initiative 
 
Dear Grant Review Committee: 
 
Please accept this letter as an expression of the Kern Community College District's commitment to 
support its Porterville College's application to the Prioritizing Adult Community College Enrollment 
(PACCE) initiative to identify and scale promising strategies for increasing enrollment of adult students in 
high quality credit and/or non-credit programs. Expanding Adult Education in California will facilitate 
connections across the community to break down silos to link educational, financial literacy, and 
workforce development services. 
 
Porterville College is located in the rural eastern area of California's Central Valley. Realizing that a 
substantial percentage of students enter college under-prepared to engage in college level work, we 
consistently support initiatives that foster community access to career readiness and educational 
support services. Current data reveals that 60% of Porterville College students are first-generation with 
28% of students’ parents neither have more than a 9th grade education.  The college is virtually the only 
higher education opportunity in the community.  There are a high percentage of low-income families 
residing in the targeted region.  Families in the target areas consistently fall below the median income 
ranging from $31,489 to $43,823 significantly below the State (CA) average of $80,440.  The target high 
school senior dropout rate is 2.1% for the district which is in live with the California state dropout rate 
of 2.4%.   
 
These statistics clearly confirm the importance of developing and implementing best practices aimed at 
improving the educational outcomes.  Embracing the California Community College Vision for Success 
recommendations, we are dedicated to increasing our focus on minimizing the barriers that impede a 
student's successful transition into a community college and/or the workforce.  
 
Data driven decisions are fundamentally changing the approach to addressing the diverse student 
needs. Participating in the PACCE Initiative will assist the college in strengthening and scaling up 
strategies to  aid in the economic security of the low income community. 
 
Kern Community College District greatly appreciates your consideration of expanding the Adult 
Community College Enrollment Initiative in California. If you require additional information, please 
contact me at (661) 336-5117 or arlitha.williams@portervillecollege.edu.  
 
Sincerely, 

Arlitha Harmon, Ph.D. 
Interim Chief Financial Officer 
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