TO: Bakersfield College Administration
FROM: Equal Opportunity & Diversity Advisory Committee of Bakersfield College
RE: Memorandum on EODAC Recommendations on Ethnic Studies at Bakersfield College
In accordance with the ASCCC S21 Resolution #9.07, we, the Equal Opportunity & Diversity Advisory
Committee, reaffirm that Ethnic Studies is an independent academic field with its own “foundational
histories, frameworks, and epistemologies,” and that “ethnic studies is offered through ethnic studies
departments and programs.” Thus, in our capacity as the committee charged with the duty of “actively
assist[ing]/facilitat[ing] Bakersfield College’s cultural and institutional policies and practices that
demonstrate a commitment to greater diversity and inclusion for all students, employees, and the
community at large” and “educating and orienting the college about the issues and concerns related to
diversity and equity while helping to create an inclusive, engaging, and conscious college culture,” and in
light of recent directives from the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s office addressing racial
equity and recent/pending state laws (AB 1460 and AB 1040, respectively) creating Ethnic Studies
graduation requirements in California’s higher education institutions, we recommend the following:
1) That Bakersfield College takes a leading stance statewide and create an Ethnic Studies
Department, making an emergency cluster hire of four fulltime, tenure-track faculty members
with Minimum Qualifications (Master’s or Doctorate) in Ethnic Studies disciplines (e.g., Ethnic
Studies, African American/Africana Studies, Asian American Studies, Chicana/o/x/Latina/o/x/La
Raza Studies, and/or American Indian/Native American Studies);
2) That the hiring committee for these be led by the current EODAC faculty co-chair and the Dean
of Social and Behavior Sciences, with tenured faculty volunteers selected from EODAC
membership filling the remaining search committee positions;
3) That the new Ethnic Studies Department faculty immediately begin course development so that
Bakersfield College can provide enough Ethnic Studies courses to its students given the fact that
the expansion of the six courses approved for Area F cross-listing will not likely meet the demand
already created by AB 1460 or the potential need that AB 1040 will fuel if it passes;
4) That BC place a moratorium on cross-listing non-Ethnic Studies courses as ETHN until the
college employs the above subject matter experts to establish legitimate ETHN curriculum;
5) And that Bakersfield College and the District vacate any equivalencies granted in Ethnic Studies
and refrain from granting equivalency in Ethnic Studies to faculty without minimum
qualifications in Ethnic Studies disciplines (a Master’s and/or Doctorate in Ethnic Studies,
African American/Africana Studies, Asian American Studies, Chicana/o/x/Latina/o/x/La Raza
Studies, and/or American Indian/Native American Studies) until the above has been realized and
the newly established Ethnic Studies faculty works with the Equivalency Committee to develop
standards for evaluating equivalency in Ethnic Studies disciplines.
Bakersfield College has always “predicted the future by creating it,” as Dr. Sonya Christian says. There is
student demand and community support for Ethnic Studies at our institution, where 82% of the student
body identifies as people of color. Ethnic Studies courses will benefit the campus community by bringing
greater diversity of thought and a multicultural focus to our curriculum that reflects the lived experiences
of the populations we serve and recognizes the significance of our region’s past and present and how our
local diversity has contributed to and still supports social movements for greater equity and inclusion.
Be it resolved that, in light of the current and future demand for Ethnic Studies courses on campus, we
advise that Bakersfield College “dare mighty things” and take the necessary steps to hire Ethnic Studies
faculty and provide them the resources they need to develop and implement curriculum as detailed above.

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS:
Text of California AB 1040 (Pending Legislation)
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. Article 2.7 (commencing with Section 78240) is added to Chapter 2 of Part 48 of Division 7
of Title 3 of the Education Code, to read:
Article 2.7. Ethnic Studies Courses
78240. (a) Commencing with the 2022–23 academic year, each community college district shall offer
courses in ethnic studies at each of its campuses. The units earned by students for successful completion
of these courses shall be eligible for transfer to count toward a baccalaureate degree and, if applicable,
shall meet ethnic studies graduation requirements at the California State University. Each community
college district shall collaborate with its academic senate in the development of these courses.
(b) Commencing with the 2024–25 academic year, each community college district shall require the
completion of at least one course in ethnic studies of at least three units as a requirement for a student to
obtain an associate degree for transfer. degree. A community college district shall not increase the number
of units required to obtain an associate degree in order to implement this requirement.
(c) (1) The chancellor shall develop and adopt appropriate regulations for the implementation of this
section. The chancellor shall also develop and implement a plan to streamline the course and curriculum
approval process, both at the state and local levels. The plan shall reflect an expedited state approval
process for ethnic studies courses, programs, and certificates, and may include the elimination of an
existing state course and program approval process. The plan shall reflect one of the following two
options:
(A) A process of course and curriculum approval that enables community college districts to develop a
course or program within one academic year and to offer that course or program the subsequent academic
year.
(B) A process of course and curriculum approval that enables community college districts to develop a
course or program within one academic semester and to offer that course or program the subsequent
academic semester.
(2) The plan described in paragraph (1) shall also reflect the creation of a process that enables ethnic
studies courses and programs to be portable among community college districts. This process shall enable
a community college district to adapt, adopt, or adapt and adopt another community college district’s
approved ethnic studies courses, programs, and curriculum within one academic semester and to offer that
course or program, or utilize that curriculum, the subsequent academic semester.
SEC. 2. If the Commission on State Mandates determines that this act contains costs mandated by the
state, reimbursement to local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made pursuant to Part 7
(commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.

ASCCC Resolution #9.07 S21 Defining Ethnic Studies and its Four Core Disciplines
Whereas, The completion of an ethnic studies course—i.e., African American Studies, Asian
American Studies, Latina/o American Studies, or Native American Studies— becomes a
graduation requirement for all California State University baccalaureate degrees starting in Fall
2021 due to the passage of AB1460 (Weber 2019);
Whereas, Ethnic studies departments were autonomously established in 1968, becoming part of
the curriculum of the University of California, California State University, and California
Community Colleges systems, as evidenced by the establishment of departments, programs, and
curriculum in course catalogs, schedules, and offerings, with faculty requirements officially
listed in the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office Minimum Qualifications for
Faculty and Administrators in California Community Colleges handbook;
Whereas, With the recent passage of AB 1460, misunderstanding and infringement by non-ethnic
studies faculty have arisen in the California Community Colleges system about the definition of
ethnic studies, attempting to reduce it to a concept and confusing it with a social justice concept,
and such confusion has allowed for attempts at encroachment upon ethnic studies by disciplines
whose theoretical foundations and competencies lie in other disciplines with different
foundational histories, frameworks, and epistemologies; and
Whereas, The recognition of ethnic studies as clearly defined and valid disciplines allows for the
growth of ethnic studies disciplines within the California Community Colleges system in ways
that align with current graduation requirements being established by the CSUs that recognize the
autonomy of ethnic studies departments, programs, or combined administrative units with
multiple departments as distinct disciplines and departments or programs conceived and referred
to as a shared initiative;
Resolved, That the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges recognize, for the
purposes of graduation and general education requirements, that ethnic studies is defined as an
interdisciplinary and comparative study of race, ethnicity, and culture in the United States, with
specific emphasis on four historically defined racialized core groups—Native Americans,
African Americans, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, and Latina and Latino Americans—
and that ethnic studies is offered through ethnic studies departments and programs, with
disciplines focusing on the four autonomous core groups—including Chicana/o Studies, Latina/o
Studies, La Raza Studies, African American Studies, Black Studies, Africana Studies, Native
American Studies, American Indian Studies, Asian American Studies, Pacific Islander Studies,
Filipino American Studies, and Central American Studies—each having distinct epistemologies,
theories, and methodologies that center a critical ethnic studies lens and present this definition
through a position paper by the Spring 2023 Plenary Session; and
Resolved, That the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges advocate that the
definition of ethnic studies be written into the Program and Course Approval Handbook to
support ASCCC Resolution 9.03 F20.
Resolution Passed on April 17, 2021

Letters of Support

Additional Support (Letters Forthcoming)
Sociedad Juarez Mutualista Mexicana
Tejon Indian Tribe
The Central California Yokuts Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act
Coalition (5-Tribe Coalition)

