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        AP 4025 
 
 

Kern Community College District 
Administrative Procedure 

Chapter 4 – Academic Affairs 
 
 
AP 4025 PHILOSOPHY AND CRITERIA FOR ASSOCIATE DEGREE 

AND GENERAL EDUCATION 
 
References: 

Title 5 Section 55061; 
WASC/ACCJC Accreditation Standard II.A 

 
 
NOTE:  This procedure is legally required.  Local practice may be inserted here. 
 
The philosophy and criteria for the associate degree and general education should 
address the considerations contained in the references listed below.  These include, but 
are not limited to: 

• The programs of the District are consistent with the institutional mission, 
purposes, demographics, and economics of its community. 

• The philosophy and criteria regarding the associate degree references the policy 
of the Board of Governors that the associate degree symbolizes a successful 
attempt to lead students through patterns of learning experiences designed to 
develop certain capabilities and insight, including: 

o the ability to think and communicate clearly and effectively orally and 
writing; 

o use mathematics; 
o understand the modes of inquiry of the major disciplines; 
o be aware of other cultures and times; 
o achieve insights gained through experience in thinking about ethical 

problems; and  
o to develop the capacity for self-understanding. 

 
The philosophy and criteria regarding general education references the policy of the 
Board of Governors that general education should lead to better self-understanding, 
including: 

• General education is designed to introduce students to the variety of means 
through which people comprehend the modern world. 

• General education introduces the content and methodology of the major areas of 
knowledge and provides an opportunity for students to develop intellectual skills, 
information technology facility, affective and creative capabilities, social attitudes, 
and an appreciation for cultural diversity. 
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NOTE:  The procedures should also include the process used to determine which 
courses implement the District’s philosophy on the associate degree and general 
education. 
 
 
NOTE:  The red ink signifies language that is legally required and recommended by the Policy & 
Procedure Service and its legal counsel (Liebert Cassidy Whitmore). 
 
Approved:   
 

 

(This is a new procedure)  
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Legal Citations for AP 4025 
 

 
Title 5 Section 55061; Accreditation Standard II.A.3 

 
5 CCR § 55061 
Cal. Admin. Code tit. 5, § 55061 

TITLE 5. EDUCATION 
DIVISION 6. CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY COLLEGES 

CHAPTER 6. CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 
SUBCHAPTER 1. PROGRAMS, COURSES AND CLASSES 

ARTICLE 6. THE ASSOCIATE DEGREE 
 

  § 55061. Philosophy and Criteria for Associate Degree and General Education.   
 
(a) The governing board of a community college district shall adopt a policy which states its 
specific philosophy on General Education. In developing this policy governing boards shall 
consider the following policy of the Board of Governors: 
 
The awarding of an Associate Degree is intended to represent more than an accumulation of 
units. It is to symbolize a successful attempt on the part of the college to lead students through 
patterns of learning experiences designed to develop certain capabilities and insights. Among 
these are the ability to think and to communicate clearly and effectively both orally and in 
writing; to use mathematics; to understand the modes of inquiry of the major disciplines; to be 
aware of other cultures and times; to achieve insights gained through experience in thinking 
about ethical problems; and to develop the capacity for self-understanding. In addition to these 
accomplishments, the student shall possess sufficient depth in some field of knowledge to 
contribute to lifetime interest. 
 
Central to an Associate Degree, General Education is designed to introduce students to the 
variety of means through which people comprehend the modern world. It reflects the conviction 
of colleges that those who receive their degrees must possess in common certain basic 
principles, concepts and methodologies both unique to and shared by the various disciplines. 
College educated persons must be able to use this knowledge when evaluating and 
appreciating the physical environment, the culture, and the society in which they live. Most 
importantly, General Education should lead to better self-understanding. 
 
In establishing or modifying a general education program, ways shall be sought to create 
coherence and integration among the separate requirements. It is also desirable that general 
education programs involve students actively in examining values inherent in proposed 
solutions to major social problems. 
 
(b) The governing board of a community college district shall also establish criteria to determine 
which courses may be used in implementing its philosophy on the associate degree and general 
education. 
 
(c) The governing board of a community college district shall, on a regular basis, review the 
policy and criteria established pursuant to subdivisions (a) and (b) of this section. 
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  Note: Authority cited: Sections 66700 and 70901, Education Code. Reference: Sections 66701, 
70901 and 70902, Education Code.  

 
 
Standard II: Student Learning Programs and Support Services 
The institution offers instructional programs, library and learning support services, and 
student support services aligned with its mission. The institution’s programs are conducted at 
levels of quality and rigor appropriate for higher education. The institution assesses its 
educational quality through methods accepted in higher education, makes the results of its 
assessments available to the public, and uses the results to improve educational quality and 
institutional effectiveness. The institution defines and incorporates into all of its degree 
programs a substantial component of general education designed to ensure breadth of 
knowledge and to promote intellectual inquiry. The provisions of this standard are broadly 
applicable to all instructional programs and student and learning support services offered in 
the name of the institution. 
 
A. Instructional Programs 
 
1. All instructional programs, regardless of location or means of delivery, including distance 
education and correspondence education, are offered in fields of study consistent with the 
institution’s mission, are appropriate to higher education, and culminate in student 
attainment of identified student learning outcomes, and achievement of degrees, 
certificates, employment, or transfer to other higher education programs. (ER 9 and ER 11) 
 
2. Faculty, including full time, part time, and adjunct faculty, ensure that the content and 
methods of instruction meet generally accepted academic and professional standards and 
expectations. Faculty and others responsible act to continuously improve instructional 
courses, programs and directly related services through systematic evaluation to assure 
currency, improve teaching and learning strategies, and promote student success. 
 
3. The institution identifies and regularly assesses learning outcomes for courses, programs, 
certificates and degrees using established institutional procedures. The institution has 
officially approved and current course outlines that include student learning outcomes. In 
every class section students receive a course syllabus that includes learning outcomes from 
the institution’s officially approved course outline. 
 
4. If the institution offers pre-collegiate level curriculum, it distinguishes that curriculum 
from college level curriculum and directly supports students in learning the knowledge and 
skills necessary to advance to and succeed in college level curriculum. 
 
5. The institution’s degrees and programs follow practices common to American higher 
education, including appropriate length, breadth, depth, rigor, course sequencing, time to 
completion, and synthesis of learning. The institution ensures that minimum degree 
requirements are 60 semester credits or equivalent at the associate level, and 120 credits or 
equivalent at the baccalaureate level. (ER 12) 
 
6. The institution schedules courses in a manner that allows students to complete certificate 
and degree programs within a period of time consistent with established expectations in 
higher education. (ER 9) 
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7. The institution effectively uses delivery modes, teaching methodologies and learning 
support services that reflect the diverse and changing needs of its students, in support of 
equity in success for all students. 
 
8. The institution validates the effectiveness of department-wide course and/or program 
examinations, where used, including direct assessment of prior learning. The institution 
ensures that processes are in place to reduce test bias and enhance reliability.  
 
9. The institution awards course credit, degrees and certificates based on student attainment 
of learning outcomes. Units of credit awarded are consistent with institutional policies that 
reflect generally accepted norms or equivalencies in higher education. If the institution offers 
courses based on clock hours, it follows Federal standards for clock-to-credit-hour 
conversions. (ER 10)  
 
10. The institution makes available to its students clearly stated transfer-of-credit policies in 
order to facilitate the mobility of students without penalty. In accepting transfer credits to 
fulfill degree requirements, the institution certifies that the expected learning outcomes for 
transferred courses are comparable to the learning outcomes of its own courses. Where 
patterns of student enrollment between institutions are identified, the institution develops 
articulation agreements as appropriate to its mission. (ER 10) 
 
11. The institution includes in all of its programs, student learning outcomes, appropriate to 
the program level, in communication competency, information competency, quantitative 
competency, analytic inquiry skills, ethical reasoning, the ability to engage diverse 
perspectives, and other program-specific learning outcomes. 
 
12. The institution requires of all of its degree programs a component of general education 
based on a carefully considered philosophy for both associate and baccalaureate degrees that 
is clearly stated in its catalog. The institution, relying on faculty expertise, determines the 
appropriateness of each course for inclusion in the general education curriculum, based upon 
student learning outcomes and competencies appropriate to the degree level. The learning 
outcomes include a student’s preparation for and acceptance of responsible participation in 
civil society, skills for lifelong learning and application of learning, and a broad 
comprehension of the development of knowledge, practice, and interpretive approaches in 
the arts and humanities, the sciences, mathematics, and social sciences. (ER 12) 
 
13. All degree programs include focused study in at least one area of inquiry or in an 
established interdisciplinary core. The identification of specialized courses in an area of 
inquiry or interdisciplinary core is based upon student learning outcomes and competencies, 
and include mastery, at the appropriate degree level, of key theories and practices within the 
field of study. 
 
14. Graduates completing career-technical certificates and degrees demonstrate technical 
and professional competencies that meet employment standards and other applicable 
standards and preparation for external licensure and certification. 
 
15. When programs are eliminated or program requirements are significantly changed, the 
institution makes appropriate arrangements so that enrolled students may complete their 
education in a timely manner with a minimum of disruption. 
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16. The institution regularly evaluates and improves the quality and currency of all 
instructional programs offered in the name of the institution, including collegiate, pre-
collegiate, career-technical, and continuing and community education courses and programs, 
regardless of delivery mode or location. The institution systematically strives to improve 
programs and courses to enhance learning outcomes and achievement for students. 


